
 

 

 
 
Parkland Always Expanding 
 
Written by Katie Wallbaum 

With the completion of the $35 million Capital City Recreation Park, many people would have 

assumed that the city of Edmonton was finished with park development. This, however, was far 

from the truth as Edmonton heard plans in 1990 for an expansion of the CCRP, with the hopes of 

integrating the Blackmud, Whitemud, and Mill Creeks into the larger park. With funding 

available from the province, the city had planners working on blue prints for park expansion. In 

1990, the city was eligible for an additional $15 million from the provincial government for use 

to expand its urban park system.1 This time around, however, the city chose to dutifully include 

its citizens in discussion regarding parkland development. Open houses were held to gather 

public opinion, including those of river valley residents who were excluded from the early 

discussions of the CCRP in the 1970s. This new plan proposed the following: “the park 

boundaries would be expanded to the northeastern and southwestern city limits, to encompass the 

entire river valley within Edmonton. The Whitemud and Blackmud ravines in the southwest and 

all of the Mill Creek ravine would be included.”2 The city was also careful to state the purposes 

of these new extensions, outlining that there would be three zones: preservation, conservation 

and extensive use.3 These zones are designed to manage the amount of human impact on the 

environment and habitat in the river valley. As planner Ellen Edwards described, “‘the whole 

                                                 
1 David Howell, “Vision of expanded park system on drawing board,” in the Edmonton Journal, October 16, 1990. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 



 

 

aim is to protect it, so that by the time that urban development gets out as far as some of those 

areas, there is still something to preserve.’”4  

                                                 
4 Ibid. 


